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and dismay. It was not merely the material loss
of the jewels which provoked the anger of one
who was ordinarily so self-possessed; environing
circumstances, the nature of which I am not
disposed to describe explicitly for reasons of
public policy, added fuel to the Aflame. I believe
this story of a crime has not its parallel. The
" information" which has been unwisely pub-
lished in the papers from time to time has been
denied by the Chief Secretary in the House of
Commons, the libellous statements reflecting upon
Lord Haddo (son of the Lord-Lieutenant) included.
The Dictionary's Memoir has been now supple-
mented by the momentous assertion of the
" Times " (May 1913) that " it is well known that
King Edward was no very devoted student of
poetry ! " This nonsense appeared in an article
on " The Laureateship," the writer of which
displayed his intimate acquaintance with poets
and poetry by attributing to the serious Words-
worth a Bon Gaultier parody! Some blunderer
will next be assuring us that the King had never
been " a very devoted student" of the art of
spelling, and was compelled to have frequent
recourse to the Dictionary (not the D.N.B.). To
the King's attitude to poetry a chapter is devoted.
Edward vn. both as Prince and as King, but
particularly as Heir-Apparent, passed some of his
happiest days in Austria-Hungary, with whose
Emperor-King he had been for many years on
terms of the most charming intimacy, and to
whose son, Rudolf, he was sincerely attached!.